ARGUMENT FOE A FIRST CAUSE

nPHE argument for a First Cause admits of "being,
and is, presented as a conclusion from the whole
of human experience. Everything that we know (it
is argued) had a cause, and owed its existence to that
cause. How then can it be but that the world, which
is but a name for the aggregate of all that we know,
has a cause to which it is indebted for Its existence ?

The fact of experience however, when correctly ex-
pressed, turns out to be, not that everything which we
know derives its existence from a cause, but only
every event or change. There is in Nature a perma-
nent element, and also a changeable : the changes are
always the effects of previous changes ; the permanent
existences, so far as we know, are not effects at all. It
is true we are accustomed to say not only of events,
but of objects, that they are produced by-causes, as
water by the union of hydrogen and oxygen. But by
this we only mean that when they begin to exist, their